BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
Garrick added that it was supposed that this woman had
herself been seduced by him. John Hawkins, who looked into
a diary that Johnson apparently burned shortly before his
death, confessed in a 'grave and earnest5 conversation that he
wished that he 'had not read so much. [Johnson] had strong
amorous passions.9 When it was objected, 'But he did not in-
dulge them?', Hawkins replied, 1 have said enough.' Later
Hawkins expressed the opinion that Johnson was ea man too
strict in his morals to give any reasonable cause of jealousy
to a wife5. But there was a strong belief that before marriage,
when he had roamed the town with the rakish Richard
Savage, and soon after his wife's death, when his dread of
solitude and his physical needs prompted him to consider a
second wife, Johnson may well have succumbed to his pas-
sions.
Boswell is most reticent about all this. He seems to have
looked into the diary that Johnson destroyed, and to have
agreed with Hawkins to euse its contents as a source most
guardedly1. Against Peter GarrickJs story of Johnson having
seduced the Very fine woman' he noted in his journal enot
very probable3; but he did not discount the possibility that
he had indulged his 'strong amorous passions' as a young
man and attributed Johnson's remorse in his dying days to
this indulgence. Yet there is no discussion of Johnson's
'amorous passions' in his later years; no mention of his search
for a second wife or of his flirtation with Mrs Desmoulins
whom Johnson stroked and fondled as she sat on his bed
before pushing her away from him with a sudden cry of
lament and a sharp order to leave him.
Similarly Boswell decided not to use anecdotes which dis-
played Johnson at his most self-indulgent in food and drink.
Dr John Taylor recorded an occasion when Johnson ate so
much of *a glorious haunch of venison' that it was feared
*he would have died of downright eating, and had not a sur-
geon been got to administer to him without delay a glister
he must have died.' And Edmund Hector recalled an even-
ing in Birmingham which Boswell noted down in his journal
in these words:
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